to of the needle in the - 

. ,„riaim 46 further 

> * The O^*^ oroiecttng positton 

(Cu.en..An,a2^-„,,,,,„,.eneea,e,o*ep.^ 

co'-P*'"«'"„ft)^e biasing element 

,galns.*eb,asoftneb aalm 46, therein said 

V nee*, device according » cla»n 
C--«V^--^2s:^,e.enaingres-^^ 
needle retainer oomP'n .,„ ^» >he blasmg eleme 

„.,a,eln.P™:e-^^^^^ 

cenneettetrtee^'^**^ .... .\nnedafeie. 


i 


----^"^..al.4.«berein.e..^^ 
* The device accordingY*™ 

severed f rom the--^®*^ \ 

\ 
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exertedbn the reanA^ard end of the plunger after the plunger is displaced into 
the termrnal position. 

"51 . (Currently\Anriended) A safety medical device, comprising: 
a hollow barrel having a forward end and a first connector; 
a needle ha\^ing a sharpened tip operable between a projecting position and a 

retracted position in which the sharpened tip is retracted rearward ly; 
a plunger displaceable in the barrel to a forward position to provide an 

injection) said plunger comprising: 

an internal cavity for receiving the needle in the retracted position; and 
a cover on^the a forward end of the plunger covering the internal 
cavity, 

a biasing element spring biasing the needle toward the retracted position; 

a housing for receiving the biasing element spring and a portion of the needle 
when the needte is in the projecting position, wherein the housing 
comprises a second connector that is cooperable with the first 
connector to connect the housing, needle and spr i ng biasing element 
to the barrel; \ 

wherein, upon pushing the^ rearward end of the plunger forwardly after the 
plunger is in the forward position, the cover of the plunger is removed 
from the forward end of the plunger and the needle is released from 
the projecting position so that the biasing element displaces the needle 
into the retracted positionvin the cavity. 


52. (Currently Amended) The n ee d le device according to claim 51 further 

comprising a needle retainer holding the needle in the projecting position 

\ 

against the bias of the biasing element. 


53. (Currently Amended) The needle device according to claim 52, wherein said 
needle retainer comprises axially exteriding resilient fingers for retaining said 
needle in its projecting position in whichUhe biasing element exerts an 
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\ H wherein upon fo^ard movement of the 


^55. 


-^56. 


„eed,e I Its retraced posmon. 

\ laim 51 wherein the 

\ . M.im 54 wherein the first and 

J H^ The device according to claim 54 w 

.econd connectors CO P 

The device according to cla.m ^ ^^,,3 is 
(Currently Amended) The a a predetermined noffif«» ^ 

exerted on the rearva'"^^^^ 

. A^ethod for injecting fluid, ^'"'"^'"^J^^^^^o,. a 
(Currently Amended) A meth ^^^^.^^ 3 „rst con 

p,ovidinfl a medioai dev,o^ ha.ng ^^^^^.^^ p,„„ger has 

piungerdispiaceabie^rthrnthei^ ^ 

nternai oavity and aU er , ,p,„, connected w.th 

providin,aneed,eh_^^^^-^^,3h,e«iththeflrst 
the needle, and a secon 

connector; \ first connector to attach the needle 

• *hP second connector to the first ..^ ^f theneed!e.EISiect 

connecting the secon ^ ^r.ihaimjQ£tmMM^ ^ 

^° . _ »^ th*. housing^aiDS^-^^^^- thP needle 


;onneciu- , \ ^ connecxui . — 

pushing the plunger fon/^ardly ^ 
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houVg tMougt. *e needle 
.n,ovln.ioo.e..o.-^^:^,,,,ot.eo.vltvlnt^e 

\ • inn the Step of locking the 

plunger to prevent relative 

anertheneedlelYetraoted. ^^^^^ 

,p.viousivA---°':::ri:trr-a:^^^ 

portions together. \ 

\ • the step of removing the 

cover oomprisessevenngW 00^ 
housing during retraction oUHe need 

housing \ ,h»steDSOt providing 

\ . Qteo of pushing 

fon»ardlyon«»arean» i 
the spring can re.rac.tne needle. \ 

.unentiv — 
internal cavity, 


^60. 


^ . ^61. 
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providing a needle assembly comprising a needle having a sharpened tip , a 

sprung connected with the needle, and a hub having a second 

connector cooperable with the first connector; 
connecting tne second connector to the first connector to attach the needle 

assembly to the housing while the spring is biasing the needle 

rearwardly; 

filling the bairet Vousinq with a quantity of medicinal fluid; 

pushing the plunger forwardly within the housing to expel fluid from the 

housing through the needle; 
severing a portion of the plunger to provide access to the cavity; and 
retracting the sharpened tip of the needle into the cavity in the plunger after 

severing the pbrtion of the plunger. 


64. (Previously Added) The^method of claim 63 comprising the step of locking the 
plunger to prevent relativ^ displacement between the plunger and the housing 
after the needle is retracted. 


65. (Previously Added) The method of claim 63 wherein the first connector is a 
first threaded portion and the second connector is a second threaded portion 
and the step of connecting comprises threading the first and second threaded 
portions together. 


66. (Previously Added) The method\of claim 63 wherein the severed portion of 
the plunger is displaced into the housing during retraction of the needle. 

67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 63 wherein the needle assembly 
comprises a holder for holding the^ needle in a projecting position against the 
bias of the spring, and the methodj comprises the step of pushing on the a 
rearward end of the plunger to release the needle from the holder so that the 
spring can retract the needle. 
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ctpD of pushing 

\ ;.ade<.) The method o, Oaim 63 oo-pnsin9 * ^ P ^^^^ 
'''"Tt^ -«.ara end o, the piunge. to .eiease 

a needie assembly, comprising: ^^een a 

a needleUng a ieng* and a ^.^ 

p™i\cW position ,n wi^^^ J ^ ,„,,on in 

p,oie\^ fo^ardiy from the ane 

,1^ needle; and \ „„ covering the internal cavity, 

^ a cover on a forward e\o, the P'-^ ,;„„,er causes the 

cavity. \ 

A the needle assembly comprises a 

needle retainer releasahiy y 

Ae needle assenrhly comprises a 

,.,.hedeviceo,.aim^^^^^^^^^ 
housing for housmg the b,as>ng r 
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